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Welcome to Fourth Grade!  We are already off to a great start.  We would like to give you a 
brief overview of the year and some information about our class to keep the year running 
smoothly.  Please also visit the classroom website at www.violetfourthgrade.weebly.com for 
more information. 
 

Classroom Rules 
At Violet and in our classrooms we are committed to creating a community which develops 
responsible citizens, and to do this students are expected to follow the Lifelong Guidelines 
and the LIFESKILLS throughout the day. 
 
The attached page provides a list and explains the five Lifelong Guidelines and the 18 
LIFESKILLS.  These skills and guidelines are used to teach the characteristics of an “All-
Star.”  An All-Star is a student who is always Safe, Trustworthy, and Respectful.  
 

Behavior and Discipline 
Students are expected to follow the Lifelong Guidelines and Lifeskills.  Should any student 
display behavior that is not representative of a responsible citizen, he/she will be given a 
private warning, and if necessary, further counsel will be conducted to find out what the 
root of the problem is.  From there we will focus on solutions, not the problem.  The school 
has adopted a Positive Behavior system to promote a safe learning environment while 
removing any threat.  There is more information on the Violet website. 
 
The expectation is that all students work towards a cooperative, safe learning environment.  
Words to live by:   “You are allowed to make a mistake.  But it is necessary to learn form 
that mistake to make a better choice next time.” 
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Communication 
Each day the students complete their daily agenda books.  Please review this book with 
your child on a daily basis.  This will help your child remember what he or she has done 
throughout the day, as well as, keep you informed of what we are doing in school.  I also 
review these books every morning, so if you have a question or concern that you would like 
to share with me this would be a good place to do that.  I am requesting that you sign each 
page daily to let me know that you have looked over the page with your child.  
 
Please check your child’s correspondence folder (Purple folder) on a daily basis. I will be 
sending home all the work that I have graded during the week.  All notes to you will also be 
in this folder.  Please remove items from the Keep at Home side and return any notes in the 
Return to School side. 
  
I would be happy to meet with any parent to discuss problems or concerns, but I would 
appreciate setting up an appointment time to be sure I can accommodate your schedule, as 
there may be a conflict with other school obligations.  Please feel free to call your 
teacher. 
 

Grading Scale 
Students will be graded on daily work as well as end of unit and chapter tests.  I will be 
using rubrics as well as percentages to assess your child’s work. The traditional percentage 
grading scale is as follows: 
   A 100-96  C- 73-70 

A- 95-90  D+ 69-67 
B+ 89-87  D 66-64 
B 86-84  D- 63-60  
B- 83-80  E 59 and below 
C+ 79-77 
C 77-74 

Instead of percentages your child’s grades will most often be translated to a rubric score 
that corresponds with the MEAP scoring scale.  This scale is as follows: 
 Level 1:  Advanced (Exceeds Expectations) –    
 Level 2:  Proficient (Meets Expectations) –        
 Level 3:  Partially Proficient (Below Expectations) -    

Level 4:  Not Proficient (Little or No Evidence of Skill) -    
 

 

 
 



 
Curriculum at a Glance 
 
Math concepts addressed in Fourth Grade include: 
 
Geometry:  2-dimensional shapes, flips and turns, lines and angles, 3-dimensional shapes 
Numbers and Operations:  Review large numbers, including ordering, comparing and 
addition and subtraction, especially with regrouping; multiplication:  basic facts and 
complex multiplication, division:  basic facts and long division; Area and Perimeter; whole 
numbers, place value and fractions/decimals 
Problem Solving:  Solving for the unknown, Story problems 
 
Science concepts addressed in Fourth Grade include: 
Life Science:  Ecosystems and relationships within, characteristics of vertebrate animals, 
environmental impacts 
Physical Science:  States of Matter, Heat and Electricity 
Earth Science:  Earth, Sun and Moon relationships and comparisons 
 
Textbooks 
Math- Math Expressions (Harcourt School Publishers) 
Social Studies- States and Regions; Houghton Mifflin 
Science- A Closer Look,  MacMillan Publishing 
Reading- Treasury of Literature- Emerald Forest; Harcourt Brace 
 Trade books, guided reading/leveled readers and other literature  
Writing- MAISA (Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators; 

Writer’s Express 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mini-Economy 
The fourth grade students will be participating in a Mini-Economy throughout the school 
year.  The students will earn, save, and spend money at our school store.  As they 
participate in this activity, they will learn to make responsible decisions and be responsible 
for their own behavior.   It should be a great learning experience! 
Guidelines for the Mini-Economy are as follows: 
Earning Money 

1. Salary- all students will earn $2.00 daily or weekly depending on the job.  The jobs 
will rotate.  If the student is absent, he/she will not be paid for the day.  There are 
no paid illness days since we are new employees. 

2. Perfect attendance for the week= $1.00 (no tardies) 
3. Bonus Bucks- given for responsible behavior 
4. Savings- prior to going to the store, any student who has accumulated $50.00 will 

receive a $2.00 interest payment 
Costs 

1. Property Tax- $20.00 per semester will be paid for the use of books, computers, 
games, recess equipment, puzzles, ect. 

2. Rent- $2.00 per week will be paid for the use of the school, media center, 
playground, and gym. 

Fines 
1. Missing assignments= $1.00 
2. No name on paper or incorrect heading= $1.00 
3. Late Library book= $1.00 
4. “Condemned” messy desk= $1.00 
5. Lunchroom, recess, special class problems=$1.00 

Debt 
In the unlikely event that a student goes into debt because of taxes, rent, and fines, 
the Budget Director (classroom teacher) will withhold wages until the debt is repaid 
in full plus $1.00 interest. 

Store 
The students will have the opportunity to purchase one or two items from the 
“School Store.”  The store will be open once each semester.  They may choose to save 
their money for more expensive items, if they wish.  The items will be priced 
according to supply and demand.  The students may have some difficult choices to 
make. 
*** We need your help to make our store a success.  Donated items to sell in the store 
would be greatly appreciated.  Small trinkets, such as Dollar Store items, or other 
clearance items are always a hit.  Think of the kinds of things your child likes to 
spend real money on and it will surely sell in our school store! 

 



Daily 5/CAFE 
Word study and spelling will be embedded into my language arts program.  Students will 
spend time at Reading CAFE throughout the week, working on many skills including reading, 
writing and word study.  CAFÉ is an acronym for Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency and 
Expanding Vocabulary.  Each of the elements contributes to stronger reading.   
 
We meet with students in small groups at this time to work on skills in word study, reading 
strategies and fluency, and writing techniques.  While working with small groups, the rest of 
the class is engaged in the Daily 5, which is structured, independent work time to reinforce 
reading and writing.  The Daily 5 are Reading by Myself, Reading to Somebody, Listening to 
Somebody Read, Word Study, and Writing.  Occasional spelling tests and inventories will be 
conducted as a tool to help assess their progress in word study.   
 

Homework  
This year we are working hard on our organization and time management skills, and 
homework is part of these skills.  We do not maintain a rigid schedule for homework, but 
will assign homework that reinforces or reviews the concepts we are learning in school.  We 
will also be assigning some projects throughout the year that will have a home portion as 
well.  The majority of the students’ homework will come from any daily assignments that 
have not been completed.  We would hope that none of the students would have more than 
an hour of homework in a night, but if the daily work doesn’t get completed the student is 
responsible to finish it and turn it in the following day.  The most important homework your 
child can do is to read, write and engage in conversation daily.   
We encourage families to establish time each evening to read together or write in a journal, 
and most importantly TALK.   
 

We are looking forward to an exciting and productive year. 

 


